
Matthew 2:1-11

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,

during the time of King Herod, Magi from the

east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is

the one who has been born king of the Jews?

We saw his star when it rose and have come to

worship him.”

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed,

and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called

together all the people’s chief priests and

teachers of the law, he asked them where the

Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in

Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the

prophet has written:

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

    are by no means least among the rulers of

Judah;

for out of you will come a ruler

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found

out from them the exact time the star had

appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and

said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As

soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too

may go and worship him.”

9 After they had heard the king, they went on

their way, and the star they had seen when it

rose went ahead of them until it stopped over

the place where the child was. 10 When they

saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On

coming to the house, they saw the child with his

mother Mary, and they bowed down and

worshiped him. Then they opened their

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,

frankincense and myrrh.

HOPE for All People

A long time ago, God made a promise to His people, Israel. He

promised that He would send a Savior who would make everything

right that was broken because of sin. God's people waited and looked

forward to the day when God would make this promise come true. 

When has been a time that you were waiting for a promise to

come true?

We don't know a lot about the wise men in our story. We imagine that

they were probably scholars. They might have been wealthy, or hired

by royalty to explore and study the stars, create maps, or research

ancient writings. It seems that these particular wise men were

exploring Old Testament prophesies from the book of Micah. God led

them to follow their curiosity about this text and their knowledge of

the stars to look further—this led them to Jesus. 

Here is the exciting part-- God was keeping his promise not only to

His people, Israel, but now to these wise men from the East. His

promise of a Savior is for all people, not just Israel. He used a shining

star in the sky to introduce these men to a Savior they didn't even

know that they needed. When they reached Him, they fell down in

worship.  They received hope because of Jesus, and so do we. Jesus

brings hope because we have a relationship with God. We have hope

because God lives with us every day. We have hope for a future with

God in heaven forever.  

During this time of Advent, let's shine the light of Jesus into the lives

of those who need it. Let's be generous with the love God has given

to us. Think of the people in your life who need to know that God's

love is for them. 

How can you shine God's love into the life of someone you know

this week? 

Christmas lights remind us that Jesus is the Light of the whole World-- He

came to bring hope for all people. Find the your favorite Christmas lights (at

your house or in your neighborhood), snap a photo and post it on 

Facebook or Instagram  #SOTVadvent2021  
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