
Matthew 1:18-25

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah

18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was

born. His mother, Mary, was engaged

to be married to Joseph. But before

the marriage took place, while she was

still a virgin, she became pregnant

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

19 Joseph, to whom she was

engaged, was a righteous man and did

not want to disgrace her publicly, so

he decided to break the engagement

quietly.

20 As he considered this, an angel of

the Lord appeared to him in a dream.

“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said,

“do not be afraid to take Mary as your

wife. For the child within her was

conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And

she will have a son, and you are to

name him Jesus, for he will save his

people from their sins.”

22 All of this occurred to fulfill the

Lord’s message through his prophet:

23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a

child!

 She will give birth to a son,

and they will call him Immanuel,

 which means ‘God is with us.’”

24 When Joseph woke up, he did as

the angel of the Lord commanded and

took Mary as his wife. 25 But he did

not have sexual relations with her until

her son was born. And Joseph named

him Jesus.

Post a before and after photo-- what your dream was when you

were six years old and what your dream is now.     
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Did you ever notice that your dreams change throughout your life? I'm not

talking about the reoccurring nightmare of knowing that you have a test to

take and you are frantically searching for the classroom that you can never

seem to find. I'm talking about the dreams and plans you have for your life. 

What was your dream for your life when you were six years old? Really

think back-- who did you want to be? 

I wanted to be a Disney animator. I wanted to create something wonderful that

kids everywhere would see and love. Maybe you had dreams of being a

professional athlete, a movie star, or a rodeo cowboy. Our dreams are usually

the best we can imagine for ourselves. When I was six I couldn't imagine making

anything better than a magical movie that came from my own drawings that

people everywhere would see. 

Can you imagine the plans that Joseph was making for his life? He was about to

be married. I'm sure he was planning out what his life would be like with his new

wife, what their family would be like. He might have even been thinking about

the children they may have one day. I'm sure his dreams were filled with hope

and possibility. 

When Joseph heard that Mary was pregnant, I'm sure everything changed. All

of his dreams for their life together were crushed. To protect Mary, and avoid a

scandal, he decided to break their engagement privately. He was ready to leave

all of those dreams behind. God had other plans. He knew that Joseph could not

see what He saw-- the bigger picture. He sent an angel to let Joseph know that

his dreams were not destroyed, but that God had a more beautiful, more

amazing plan for his life, his marriage, his family, and the whole world. He would

get to welcome the Messiah, the Savior-- not only into the world, but into his

own family. 

The coming of Jesus changed everything for not only Joseph, but for all of us.

We are a part of God's bigger plan to bring a broken world back to Himself. This

advent season, may God show us that His dreams for us are bigger, brighter,

and more incredible than even our very best. Let us step forward, in faith, into

whatever God has dreamed up for us. 


