
Luke 1:26-38

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy,

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a

village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary.

She was engaged to be married to a man

named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28

Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings,

favored woman! The Lord is with you!”

29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think

what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid,

Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found

favor with God! 31 You will conceive and give

birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32

He will be very great and will be called the Son

of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the

throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will

reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never

end!”

34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this

happen? I am a virgin.”

35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come

upon you, and the power of the Most High will

overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be

holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 36

What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has

become pregnant in her old age! People used

to say she was barren, but she has conceived a

son and is now in her sixth month. 37 For the

word of God will never fail.”

38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant.

May everything you have said about me come

true.” And then the angel left her.

Post your favorite baby photos-- of your own children or when you

were a child. Like Mary, we will step forward in faith and see what

God will do.  #SOTVadvent2021
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 I bet there are stories in your family about how you were born. Was it late

at night, or early in the morning? Was it during a snowstorm or in the heat

of summer? Did it take forever or was it a quick surprise? There are

unique stories for every baby born and brought into a family. The story of

Mary, however, is particularly one-of-a-kind. 

Imagine being Mary, a young mother who has trusted the Lord above all

else. She has been given this startling news that a child will be born to

her-- and no ordinary child-- but the very Son of God. Mary responded to

this news from the angel in a way that I think we look over. To the news

that would change all of her plans, interrupt her life, and endanger her--

she says, "May everything you have said about me come true". She said

yes. She offered her life, her heart, her body for God's plans and

purposes. 

I'm sure Mary imagined what her child would be like. I'm sure she wanted

to raise him well and ensure his success in life. She had no idea that he 

 would be the ultimate teacher, the champion for the poor and outcast,

the one to challenge the teachers of the Law, and the one to offer His

life as payment for our sin. She didn't know what God's plan for this child

would be, but she still said yes. God took Mary's yes, and entered into

this world of sin to restore, redeem, and rescue His people through

Jesus.  

What could God do with your yes? 

Where might God be asking you to step forward in faith?

Is it possible that God is asking you to trust Him in an area of your

life where He wants to do some big and incredible work?  

May we say yes to God's biggest plans, and see what He will do. 


