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Every year I thank our families for entrusting us with their children. This year these words take
on a whole new meaning. We all wondered how this school year would play out. Despite some
changes and things looking a bit different, we have been blessed with a great school year. Many
wonderful things have taken place and we are so very thankful. Your children have grown by
leaps and bounds! We thank you for being with us in this most unusual year. (Scroll to the last
pages for photos.
)

Blank Park Zoo Visits!
Last month, friends from the Blank Park Zoo gave us some entertaining and educational
presentations. Some interesting creatures provided wonderful experiences! We learned many
amazing facts about animals and categorized them into four groups: slimy, scaly, spiky, & soft.
We passed a snakeskin and animal fur to touch. It was a perfect tie-in to our Animal unit!

Preschool End of Year Celebration:
We look forward to seeing you as we celebrate the school year at Crossroads Park in West Des
Moines. In addition to playing and socializing, each class will do a little singing for you and
students will receive a certificate of completion for the year from his or her teacher. Please note
that this is a short day. Do not bring children to the school that day, but go directly to the
park. In order to accommodate all classes, each class will meet for just one hour. Parents
are asked to stay for the fun and to help supervise the children. In the event of rain, we will
meet at school in the gym for a brief presentation. In case you’re unfamiliar with this park, it has
a shelter that we have reserved, and nice playground equipment. (Directions from the church:
Drive west on Ashworth Rd. Turn right just before going over I-35, at the tennis courts. Follow
the road past the tennis courts and you’ll see the park). Dress for fun with children in play
clothes and appropriate shoes.
Thursday, May 20 – T/Th & M-Th classes
Friday, May 21 – MWF & M-F classes
Please see your class calendar and newsletter for your scheduled time.

Kindergarten End of Year Celebration:
Mrs. Basler’s kindergarten classes will have their End of Year Celebration
on Friday, May 28. Kindergarten students will be on site for a full day at
school (regular class times) on the 28th. Their celebration with
families will begin at 10:30 and 2:30 that day. Kindergarten
parents, please see Mrs. Basler’s newsletter for further details.

Conferences … A Time To Share
A huge thanks to you, our parents, for connecting with your child’s teacher and taking an active
role in your child’s conferences this year. Even though these were held virtually, our teachers
really appreciated this opportunity to communicate with you. Thank you again for your time and
your involvement in your child’s education.

Home Room Parents
What an unusual year to be a Home Room Parent! Without parents coming into school and
without our usual events, we didn’t really use Home Room Parents this year. Unfortunately,
there wasn’t much of anything for a Home Room Parent to do. Thank you for your kindness,
offering to help from time to time. A few of you helped with some projects that COULD be
done, despite our limitations. There were no expectations, no right or wrong. Please know that
your willingness alone meant a lot and for this we are grateful.
Thank you: Tammy Bickford, Katie Asplund, Dylan Kopriva, Amy Murphy, Michelle
Stein, Melissa Penner, Betsy Pratt, Lindsey Matus, Sydney Shaffer, Ashleigh Slattery,
Molly Gabrilson, Andrea Van Steenis, Rachael Pettit, and Lindsay McQuarry.

Scholastic Book Order Volunteers
The following volunteers were cheerfully diligent handling these jobs
this year. ☺ We appreciate the time they gave to the school. We all love
books so please thank:
Jahanna Ansorge for tallying and processing the orders.
Anne Kramer for sorting and distributing the books.

Facebook Manager
Thank you to Susan Kopriva for keeping us connected and in the know with Facebook.

Shepherd’s Flock Yard Signs
Share with others where YOUR little sheep goes to
school! Would you consider displaying one of our signs
in your yard? If interested, please reply to me or notify
your child’s teacher. We will gladly get a sign to you at
drop-off or pick-up time. Thank you for supporting
Shepherd’s Flock! Special thanks to Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans for making this project possible and to
Carolyn Doner, a retired Shepherd’s Flock teacher, for
helping to coordinate it. (There is no charge for a sign.)

On behalf of the entire staff, we thank you again for the opportunity to partner with you and to
teach your children. Each one truly is a wonderful blessing from God. Praying that you and
your family stay safe and well and that joy is part of each and every day.
God’s Blessings to you!
Diane Hensley
ELC Director

Teacher Appreciation Week May 3-7

*Save the Date- Twice Blessed 2022: April 1 & 2*

Shepherd of the Valley Invites You…
It’s a Family Reunion and Shepherd’s Flock Families are Invited!
For more information or to sign up to participate in the bags tourney, please contact Angie Spann
in the church office (Angie@sotv-wdm.org)

The Lutheran Women’s Mission League is partnering with Goode Greenhouses to raise funds for
their mission. If you might be purchasing flowers this week, would you consider visiting Goode
Greenhouses and showing this flier? Thanks!

