The Shepherd’s Flock Early Learning Center
ELC School News
November/December 2021

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the Harvest Festival Costume Parade. Thank you for
coming! The children were adorable in their costumes and enjoyed parading around the Sanctuary,
waving to family and friends. Following the parade, more fun was had in the gym and classrooms.
It’s always a great couple of days at Shepherd’s Flock. Thank you to the following Home Room
Parents and Volunteer Team Members who enthusiastically helped supervise the games in the
gym: Hillary Hentges, Melissa Wisel, Allison Rinkert, Betsy Pratt, Caitlin Sissel, Val
McFadden, Lindsey Matus, Janel Parrott, Tina Anderson, and Rachel Williams.

Special thanks to Kerry Johnson for
making a new jack-o-lantern bean bag
game for us, and to Whitney Jermier for
painting it. We appreciate your time and talent!

Back-To-School Night on the Lawn – A great way to start the year!
Our Back-To-School Night provided a chance to meet and greet over cold treats and yard games.
This fun event was held clear back on September 10. The weather was beautiful that night. (It
seems like so long ago now!) Thank you to the ELC Volunteer Team for organizing the event.
They are: Lindsay McQuarry, Brooke Koch, Caitlin Sissel, Whitney Jermier, Melissa Wisel,
Allison Rinkert, McKenzie Hoffman, Chelsea Schultz, Janel Parrott, Janice Beard, and
Lindsey Matus.

Vision Screening and Picture Day behind us…
We are grateful to the Lion’s Club Volunteers for returning to us in September and
providing us free vision screening again. Thank you also to these special parents who
donated their time to assist and ensure that the children felt comfortable with this
experience here at school. Thank you to Fern Kidder and Allison Rinkert for doing
such a nice job. As always, the screening was very kid-friendly.
Thank you to the following parent volunteers who did a great job assisting the photographer on
Picture Day. They are: Janel Parrott, Lindsay McQuarry, Allison Rinkert, and Caitlin Sissel.
We appreciate your time and the special attention you gave to all the children. Pictures will arrive
after Thanksgiving.
Cookie Dough Fundraiser
Shepherd’s Flock will partner with Eileen’s Colossal Cookies again with a
fundraiser. Located in Windsor Heights, this bakery has a variety of
delicious doughs that are a perfect option for your holidays. Order forms
will come home November 1 & 2 and are due back on November 16. The
dough will be ready for pick up on Saturday, December 11 at school
(10:30-12:30). What a wonderful way to support your child’s school.
Thank you for participating!
Fall Conferences
Each year Shepherd’s Flock offers fall and spring conferences. The fall conferences will be held
on Thursday, November 18 and Friday, November 19. Please see your teacher’s class
November newsletter for details. This is a wonderful time to visit with your child’s teacher and
discuss the progress that your student is making, as well as any concerns or questions that you may
have. Also, we encourage you to consider your conference time an opportunity to consult with
your child’s teacher about which program would best suit your child if he or she will be returning
to Shepherd’s Flock in the fall of 2022.
Scholastic Gift Books – As mentioned earlier this school year, due to shipping delays, we
cannot guaranty that you will receive your books before Christmas break. We
always put an early due date on the November and December orders, but given the
current state of the shipping industry, it is likely that they will be delayed.
So please
plan accordingly. We apologize for the inconvenience. For the November and
December books, we will automatically bag all the books when they arrive. After
December, if you would like us to keep your books a secret, please inform your child’s
teacher and we’ll have our Scholastic volunteer “bag” it. That way we won’t spoil the
surprise. As always, with online orders use our school code: GQTFL and not teacher name. If
you’re not aware, with the online site you can view and order from ALL the catalogs. Check it out
for gift giving for all ages! Click here to order: https://clubs.scholastic.com/all-flyers/
Shepherd’s Flock Christmas Programs
Preschool Christmas Programs will be held in the Sanctuary on
Wednesday, December 15 (for MWF & M-F classes) and Thursday,
December 16 (for T/Th & M-Th classes). The kindergarten Christmas
programs will be on Friday, December 17. Your teacher’s calendar
and newsletter will list your specific performance time. In most cases
two classes pair up to entertain you. We strive to keep our programs low-key so the kids feel
comfortable and are eager to perform for you. They’ll share with you some songs and finger-plays
that will help us celebrate

the beauty (and fun!) of the Christmas season. We look forward to seeing you!

Twice Blessed Sale April 1 & 2
We are planning for the return of our Annual Twice Blessed Consignment Sale to be
held on Friday, April 1 and Saturday, April 2. We are excited to bring back this
wonderful community event and fundraiser for the ELC. In case you’re not familiar
with the sale, it’s like a huge garage sale of gently used (quality), baby, children and
maternity items. The sale benefits buyer and seller alike: sellers keep 70% of their
asking price. Buyers get great deals. The ELC gets 30% of the profits. Purchasing a
seller packet is necessary in order to sell; $10 if you plan to volunteer for 2 hours or
more, otherwise $20. Packets go on sale mid-January. Many volunteers are needed! There is a
wide range of opportunities, something for everyone and we need all the help we can get! We are
asking all ELC families to donate 2 hours of their time to helping with the sale. Thank you for
rolling up your sleeves and supporting your child’s school!
Looking Ahead … Registration for 2022-2023 School Year
As in the past, we will conduct pre-registration in January 2022 for all our currently enrolled
students and their siblings. Toward the end of Christmas Break, you will receive an e-mail with
information regarding the different enrollment options. You will be asked to indicate your
preference for your child if he or she will be attending Shepherd’s Flock in the fall. Your
completed form with registration fee will be due January 14th ($100 for preschool, $200 for
kindergarten). Informational tours for our half-day kindergarten will take place early in
January. There is also a place on the form to list younger siblings for upcoming school years.
After January 14th, we move to the Waiting List and enroll those children in the order in which
they were placed on the list, to fill in the remaining spots. If you know someone who might be
interested in our preschool program or half-day kindergarten, please send them our way! It is
never too early to be added to our phone call list for an upcoming school year. Thank you.
Contact info: (515) 225-1952 ext. 114 / www.shepherd-valley.org

Important Reminders:
Keeping Our Kids Safe
Please remember that children are never to be left unattended in cars out in the parking lot.
For safety’s sake, we ask that you bring all children in your care, with you, as you escort your
preschooler into the building. With winter approaching, we realize it may be tempting to quickly
run in and out of school, but it takes only a moment for something to go wrong with a child left
unsupervised. If you need assistance in this area, we encourage you to pair up with another family
and help each other out. The class Share Lists can be helpful for this purpose. If you need another
copy of your child’s class Share List, please let us know. Thank you for your compliance with
these very important procedures.
Late Pick-Up of Children & Late Fees
Weather and traffic conditions may be causes for slight delays you when come to pick-up your
child. However, please understand that when your child is left waiting ten minutes or more, you
need to pay a late fee. As stated on page 6 in your Parent Handbook: A late fee of $10.00 will be
charged for any child left ten minutes beyond dismissal time, and an additional $5.00 will be
charged for each additional five minutes thereafter. Habitual tardiness at pick-up time is not
acceptable. Your attention to this is appreciated by our teachers and by your child!

Winter Weather & School Cancellations
The Shepherd’s Flock will automatically cancel school due to inclement weather
if the West Des Moines Public Schools decide to cancel. The WDM District
announcements can be found on TV & radio, on-line, and on social media, etc. In
addition, a school email will be sent from Shepherd’s Flock. Our Facebook page
will also post school closings. (ShepherdsFlockELC) If West Des Moines Public
Schools announce that they will have a late start due to bad weather, Shepherd’s
Flock will not hold AM classes that day. If the district announces an early dismissal in the
afternoon, we will not hold classes for our PM session.

As this busy holiday season approaches, I pray that you and your family may take time to enjoy
and appreciate the abundant blessings that surround us. May you focus on the real gift of
Christmas, our Savior Jesus Christ. He came to earth to live and die for us so that we
may live our lives with joy and with the great assurance of eternal life! Christmas
Blessings to you and your family from The Shepherd’s Flock ELC!

Warmest Regards,

Diane Hensley
Diane Hensley, ELC Director

November ELC Volunteer Team Meeting: Mon, Nov. 15 at 11:35 in the nursery
Cookie Dough Pick-Up: Saturday, December 11, 10:30-12:30 in west parking lot
Christmas Break: December 23 – January 3

Shepherd of the Valley invites you …

Operation Christmas Child
A Special Family Service Project
Join Shepherd of the Valley and our community as we support Operation
Christmas Child again this year. Operation Christmas Child partners with
churches worldwide to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to boys and girls around
the world. After receiving shoebox gifts, many children are discipled through a 12
lesson Bible study course, The Greatest Journey, where they learn to become
faithful followers of Christ and share their faith with others. After finishing the
course, they will receive a copy of the New Testament in their own language.
SOTV will be a drop off location again this year. One of the ways you can help to
share the love of Jesus is to pick up a preprinted shoebox and pack a shoebox with your family; it
is a simple way to teach your children about giving and evangelism. Learn more about how to
pack your shoebox gifts this season here: http://sampur.se/Rainbow-Girl
•

Fill your own Go box or shoebox and bring it in. Pick up a cardboard shoe box at the display in the

Skylight Area or notify your child’s teacher / the director and one will be sent out with your child at
school dismissal time. Take advantage of Follow your Box labels by registering your box on-line
at http://sampur.se/Donate-9-Today .
• Boxes are given to boys and girls in different age ranges (2-4 years old, 5-9 years old and 10-14
years old).
• Recommended items include pencils and sharpeners, pens, crayons, markers, coloring books,
drawing pads, picture books, small cars, yo-yos, small Etch A Sketch, jump ropes, Slinkys, small
dolls, hand size games, flip flops, t-shirts, washcloths, toothbrushes, soap bars, deodorant, etc.
• The following items are not allowed: Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; warrelated items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or
other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins;
breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.
• Learn more about how to pack your shoebox gifts here: http://sampur.se/Rainbow-Girl
• You can also make a box on-line for $25 at https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmaschild/buildonline/

Return filled boxes to the church November 15-22 (Monday 9am-Noon, 5-7pm, Tuesday-Friday
5-7pm, Saturday 10am-Noon, Sunday 4-6pm, Monday 9am-Noon). Filled shoe boxes may be
dropped off curbside due to the pandemic, by parking at the Youth Room doors. A masked
volunteer will come out to assist you. Also, Shepherd’s Flock families are welcome to send
filled boxes in with your child upon arrival to school Nov. 15-22. For more information call the
church office at 225-1623. Pray over the box that the child who receives this box may know how
much God loves them and that Jesus died to save them from their sins. Please include the $9
shipping/handling fee inside the box.

We thank you for REACHING OUT so that others may come to know who Jesus is and the REAL
REASON for Christmas!

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
November 24 – 6:30 p.m.

Ladies, Save the Date- Advent By Candlelight
It’s that time of year again! Advent by Candlelight is returning on Monday,
November 29th, at 7:00 PM. Join us in the Sanctuary for a lovely evening and time of
renewal featuring special guest, author and speaker, Paige Loehr. Paige is the author
of The Roots in a Woman. This book addresses topics that has plagued women and
points them back to God through scripture and prayer. Paige is a spirit-filled
daughter of God, a wife, and a mother of two. Her mission is to let other women
know they are not alone and that God is a healer. Learn more about Paige and
her book at https://www.thecharliepaige.com or follow her on Instagram at
@thecharliepaige. It will be a great way to kick off the Christmas season.
Guests are welcome. Bring a friend!

Christmas Services at Shepherd of the Valley
Christmas Eve – 5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Sun, Dec. 26 – 9:30 a.m.

