
The Shepherd’s Flock Early Learning Center 
 

 

       ELC School News 
           March/April 2019 

                
          

March is finally here so spring has GOT to be right around the corner, right?!  What a long 

winter this one has been.  An announcement will be made around Spring Break time 

regarding school days that will be made up due to weather cancellations.  Hopefully we’ll be 

out of the clear soon.  We are more than ready for spring this year! 

 

Pre-Registration for 2018-2019 School Year 
By now, all currently enrolled families who plan to attend Shepherd’s Flock next year 

should have received confirmation along with the packet of forms and next year’s Parent 

Handbook.  If you did not receive your paperwork, please contact me immediately.  

Remember that the enrollment paperwork was due back by March 1.  There are still 

some preschool spots available at Shepherd’s Flock for next school year.  If you know 

someone who may be interested, please have them contact me as soon as possible.  Thank 

you.   

  

EMS Workers Visit the ELC 
In early February we enjoyed a visit from our 

friends at the West Des Moines EMS.  They 

shared with the children about their jobs as 

community helpers.  They brought their 

partner, Paramedic Pete, the robotic Saint 

Bernard who drives his own ambulance!  The 

kids learned how important it is to wear 

seatbelts, learn their address and phone 

number, when and how to call 911, and how 

to fight germs.     

 

  

DM Symphony Comes to 

Shepherd’s Flock 
Last week our friend, Amanda Drish, 

visited from the DM Symphony. 

Amanda brought her “Beginning 

Strings” lesson to all our classes.  Not 

only did she teach about the violin and 

cello, but Amanda assisted every child 

in the school at trying their hand at 

playing both instruments.  It was a 

wonderful experience!     



Coming Soon: The Twice Blessed Consignment Sale!  

April 5 & 6  
If you’re not familiar with the Twice Blessed Consignment Sale, you are in for something 

big!  The sale is a huge fundraiser for the Early Learning Center.  It’s a great way to recycle 

and purchase almost anything having to do with kids!  We sell clothes, toys, games, books, 

dvd’s, video games, bikes, maternity items, baby gear and other items too numerous to 

mention.  Please, spread the word to anyone who has kids or is expecting one!   

 

Anyone can sell items.  You do not have to be associated with Shepherd’s Flock or 

Shepherd of the Valley.  All you have to do is buy a Seller Packet in the church office (M-F 

9:00-3:00).  The packets contain all the instructions and price tags.  The cost of the packet is 

$10 for volunteers who work 2 hours or more, and $20 otherwise.  The nice thing is that the 

volunteers do the work.  It’s much easier than having your own garage sale. The sale 

benefits both the buyer and the seller.  Sellers can pass on their gently used items, and 

empty out closets and drawers, while keeping 70% of their asking price.  The school gets 

30% and does the set up, organizing, and advertising in the community.  Buyers can 

purchase things that are still in good condition, at discount prices!  That’s a great deal! 

 

Lastly, we need your help.  An event of this size requires lots of volunteers.  Every 

Shepherd’s Flock family is encouraged to give two hours to volunteering at the sale.  You 

know the saying… Many hands make light work.  A successful sale helps us to meet our 

financial needs.  Another incentive… if you volunteer for four hours or more, you get to 

shop the Pre-Sale on Thursday night, April 6, before the sale opens on Friday.  Please visit 

our on-line volunteer sign-up at  http://signup.com/go/JhfeGSs 
There are many different jobs associated with the sale.  If you sign up during a “drop-off 

shift” prior to the start of the sale, you will assist the sellers as they bring their items into the 

gym.  You might be an “inspector” checking to see that their merchandise meets quality 

standards, or you could be a “runner” getting their items out on the floor.  If you are a 

floater / floor person, you will organize and straighten merchandise during the sale.  Another 

job is that of a “tagger”, who is in charge of removing price tags from items being purchased 

as the customer waits to check out.  If you’ve never helped with the sale before, please don’t 

be afraid to jump in.  Quick and easy instructions are given upon arrival from one of our 

friendly lead volunteers.  Each year there are many first-time volunteers/families helping 

out.  It’s a great way to meet people and have a lot of fun.  We hope to see you there!  

Thank you for supporting your child’s school! 

 

Sign up to volunteer http://signup.com/go/JhfeGSs 
2019 Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/events/321930308443891/ 
Visit us at https://twiceblessedconsignmentsale.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

Thank You, Volunteers! 
Long before the Twice Blessed Consignment Sale even begins, volunteers are hard at work.  

Thank you to some terrific women who manned a table back in January selling the Twice 

Blessed Seller Packets during the lunch hour.  We appreciate their time!  They are: Lindsey 

Matus, Kylee Malik, Andrea Stevenson, Amy Sarvis, Merry Bess McCoy, Victoria 

Genzen-Topp, Ashley Thoreson, and Jacque Dickinson. 

 

http://signup.com/go/JhfeGSs
http://signup.com/go/JhfeGSs
https://www.facebook.com/events/321930308443891/
https://twiceblessedconsignmentsale.wordpress.com/


Easter Celebrations at Shepherd’s Flock 
Here at Shepherd’s Flock, the teachers do a wonderfully creative job of 

sharing the joyous message of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  

Some of the activities and stories will focus on new life through the empty 

tomb, the symbolism of the Easter egg, and most of all, a message of how Jesus died on the 

cross for each and every one of us!  Watch your teacher’s classroom calendar in April for 

these special activities.      

 

Spring Parent Teacher Conferences 
Preschool Conferences - Thursday, April 25 & Friday, April 26   

Kindergarten Conferences - Thursday, April 11 & Friday, April 12.   

Your teacher’s newsletter will provide details regarding sign-up. Please 

remember that children may not attend conferences and child care is not 

provided.  It often works for parents to cover for each other for the conferences.  

Kids are welcome to sit quietly out in the hallway.  However, the gym will also 

be open with a few toys and activities in it.  Adult supervision is always required in the gym. 

 

Conference Lunches for Teachers 
If you would like to take part in providing lunch for the teachers during conferences in 

April, you may do so.  An online sign-up will be available on Friday, April 12. Thank you. 
 

A Reminder about Shoes 
When the weather changes and the temps warm up, the children get excited about 

wearing flip flop and sandals. Please remember that shoes such as these are not 

allowed at Shepherd’s Flock.  For safety sake, shoes must have closed toes and 

heels with safe rubber soles.  See your Parent Handbook for further details.  

Thank you in advance for your compliance with this policy. 

 

Current Emergency Information 
Please remember to inform us of any changes in phone numbers or address when they occur.  

It is extremely important that we are able to contact you at all times in the event of an 

emergency.  Thanks!  

 

Safe Driving in the Parking Lot 
Please remember that only slow and cautious driving is permitted in our school and church 

parking lot.  Some cars have been spotted going way to fast.  Especially with the icy 

conditions, we just can’t be too careful.  Please slow down and be mindful of all pedestrians.  

Thank you for your attention to this. 

 

The March ELC Volunteer Team Meeting will be held on Monday, March 25th at 

11:35 in the church nursery.  All are welcome. (including the kids! ☺!)  We 

will be addressing any final details needed for the Twice Blessed Sale.  We 

hope you’ll join us!   

 

 



 

Important Dates  

No School for Spring Break – Friday, March 15 - Friday, March 22 

No School – Twice Blessed Consignment Sale – Friday, April 5   

                     ***The sale runs April 5 & 6 *** 

Preschool Conferences - Thursday, April 25 and& Friday, April 26   

Kindergarten Conferences - Thursday, April 11 & Friday, April 12 

 

 

 

God’s blessings to you this Easter season! 

 

Diane Hensley 

 

Director, Early Learning Center 

 

 

Shepherd of the Valley Invites You!... 

 

 

 
Precepts…A Bible Study for Women 
If the announcement about the Precepts study in the last school newsletter (see below) 

piqued your interest and you want to know more, we invite you to contact one of the ELC 

moms listed below.  Perhaps you know them!  They are more than happy to answer any 

questions you might have and share about this opportunity.  Feel free to contact:   

Liz Sieglaff at capesntiaras@gmail.com  

Jessica Wardenburg at jessicawardenburg@gmail.com 

 

Ladies Bible Study 
Ladies Precept Bible study of the book of Acts is meeting and it’s not too late to jump in!  A 

Monday study runs 9:15-11:15am and the Tuesday study runs 7-9pm.  We would love to 

have you join us in fellowship as we stay rooted, growing and discipling.  This is a 

homework study, however, it is not required to participate.  For more information contact 

Leslie Napier at 515-664-0909.  Children welcome at Monday study and infants on 

Tuesday. 

 

 
Read on for more opportunities from SOTV… 

 

mailto:capesntiaras@gmail.com
mailto:jessicawardenburg@gmail.com


SAVE THE DATE!  WOMEN’S RETREAT AT SOTV 
RReeffrreesshh  yyoouurr  tthhiirrssttiinngg  ssoouull  aanndd  eennjjooyy  aa  mmoorrnniinngg  ooff  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  iinn  

GGoodd’’ss  wwoorrdd  wwiitthh  DDeebb  BBuurrmmaa,,  iinnssppiirraattiioonnaall  CChhrriissttiiaann  aauutthhoorr,,  

ssppeeaakkeerr,,  wwoorrsshhiipp  lleeaaddeerr  aanndd  ssiisstteerr  iinn  CChhrriisstt.. 
Join us on Saturday, April 13 at 8:00-noon as Deb Burma 

shares a message of inspiration for all women.  Register on 

the church website at: www.shepherd-valley.org (under 

“News”) or by calling the church office at 515-225-1623   

(Cost is $15 and includes a continental breakfast) 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace….so that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit you may abound in Hope.” Romans 15:13 

 

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT – April 20 
 

Mark your calendars to attend the annual Easter egg hunt put on by 

the High School Youth, A.C.T. (Active Christian Teens)  It will be 

held on Saturday, April 20 starting promptly at 11am. Bring a 

basket or plastic bag to collect your items. It’s a fun way to 

celebrate Holy Saturday with your family!  Come rain or shine!  

(Held indoors if wet or rainy)   

 

Easter Candy Needed: Please help ACT with their annual Easter 

egg hunt by donating candy and placing it in the box in the skylight 

area. All candy must be nut-free and be able to fit inside a plastic 

egg. Thanks for providing a little treat for our little people!!  

  

                                                                           

JOIN US FOR EASTER BREAKFAST: 
The High School Youth will be offering a Easter breakfast 

for the congregation and community on Sunday, April 21 

from 7:30 am – 10:30 am in the Gym/Family Life Center. 

We will have eggs, pancakes, sausage and fruit along with 

coffee, milk and orange juice. Guests are welcome to 

attend! A free-will offering will be available to offset the 

cost and to support the LCMS National Youth Gathering 

Trip in July. 

 

Lenten Devotionals are available in the Skylight 
Area.  Pick up one of these (free) booklets for 
you and your family.  
 

 

http://www.shepherd-valley.org/


      Lenten & Easter Service Times  

                                         
  

                           Worship Services:  
                        Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. 

                Sundays at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
                  Sat./Sun., March 9th/10th—Lent I 
                 Sat./Sun., March 16th/17th—Lent II 

Sat./Sun., March 23rd/24th—Lent III 
Sat./Sun., March 30th/31st—Lent IV 

Sat./Sun., April 6th/7th—Lent V 
  

  
Mid-Week Wednesday Services 

at 7:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday, March 6th 

Wednesday, March 13th 
Wednesday, March 20th 
Wednesday, March 27th 
Wednesday, April 3rd 
Wednesday, April 10th 

  

  
Holy Week Services 

PALM SUNDAY—Confirmation  
    Sat./Sun., April 13th/14th 

  
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Thursday, April 18th 7:00 p.m. 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES 

Friday, April 19th 
1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.  

  
Easter Egg Hunt  

Saturday, April 20th at 11:00 a.m. 
  

(NO 5:00 p.m.  Worship Service on April 20th) 
  

Easter Services—Communion served 
Sunday, April 21st 
7:00 a.m. (Sunrise) 

8:30 a.m. (Traditional) 
10:30 a.m. (Contemporary) 

FREE Easter Breakfast served  
7:30 am—10:30 a.m. 

  

 

 

 

 


