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So far in Nurturing Your Faith: Called, we have considered the nature of God’s call and its impact 
on our day-to-day lives as believers. God calls us to Himself (session 1); redeems and sanctifies us 
in His call to faith (session 2); calls us for service to others (session 3); and as we shall see in this 
session, calls us to share. With the letter to the Ephesians to guide us, Paul plainly states our role as 
Christ-followers: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). For Paul, part of being God’s 
“workmanship” meant telling His story. “But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to 
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify 
to the Gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Watch video introduction with Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Speaker of The Lutheran Hour, 
at lhm.org/studies.

E V E R YO N E ' S  M I S S I O N

Ephesians—one of Paul’s “captivity letters” written likely while he was imprisoned in Rome
(along with Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon)—reveals again Paul’s great heart for
proclamation. He knew that while God calls us out of the world, He, in effect, sends us right back
into it—armed with the Good News of Jesus to share it boldly no matter what our circumstances,
even imprisonment (see Ephesians 3:1; 6:19-20). When we think of Paul and his heated debates;
his hair-raising, near-death misses; his out-and-out beatings; and the like, we may be tempted to
view outreach as “the other guy’s” calling. But through it all, God empowers. He takes our 
deepseated fears and cold sweats and comforts us; He knows our insecurities; He’s seen every 
failure, and He gives us something in their place: newness of life (see 2 Corinthians 5:17).

While Paul understood his new and right standing before God, he knew talking about Jesus
wouldn’t be easy. He knew the opposition—he’d been there. At one time, he loathed the same
message and Messiah he now declared (see Acts 9:1-2), working feverishly to stomp out the first
glowing embers of Christianity. But Paul’s calling—the same one you and I hear today—changed
him from the inside out. How else does a person go from persecutor to persecuted unless the
truth of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection scrubs clean the dark corners in his or her heart? Paul
was saved—by the grace of God (see Romans 3:21-26), and he was going to take every breath he
had to breathe out that message of love and forgiveness to others.
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Have you seen God work a radical change in your life? If you became a Christian as an
adult, how comfortable are you in sharing this with those who knew you before you 
received Christ? Is it easier to talk to strangers about Jesus?

How does Paul’s ministry while in prison
(see Philippians 1:12-14) show God 
at work, drawing people to Himself, 
regardless of their circumstances?

How important is it to be receptive to
opportunities to share the Gospel? Do 
you look for chances to have spiritual 
conversations? Do you recognize them 
when they occur?

Paul seems like a guy who could spot an outreach opportunity a mile away—and not miss the
one at his elbow either. Whether he was in a synagogue (see Acts 9:20-22) or on a sinking ship
(see Acts 27), he was quick to testify to his faith and the reality of God’s salvation to all through
Jesus (see Acts 17:22-31). This is a special quality: a top-of-mind awareness that any and all
encounters are potential faith-sharing occasions. So how does one become that sensitive to
circumstances? Paul may have summed it up best when he said: “And I, when I came to you,
brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And I was with 
you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in 
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5).

R E A D I N G  T H E  L A N D S C A P E
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Classic Paul here: for all the education and eloquence he possessed, his demeanor was one of
humility, vulnerability, weakness. He did not want the person of Paul to be what the Corinthians
remembered; rather, “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” With that as his sole message, their faith
would rest solidly on God’s power to redeem and renew. Likewise, he wrote to the churches
in Asia Minor: “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing
with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:1-2).

Have you ever found yourself talking about God and faith with someone in a way that 
surprised you? That surprised them?

What are some personal pitfalls you have 
to be wary of when sharing your faith? 
Have you addressed those things? Do you 
pray about them? Have others given you 
feedback in this regard?
 

How can God’s Word help us address
personal issues (i.e. shyness, reticence,
awkwardness, sounding “preachy,” etc.)
before we’re in a spiritual conversation? 
Are there things we can do to ready 
ourselves to share the Gospel as we begin 
our day?
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Is there a person(s) in your life with whom you’d like to have a spiritual conversation? Maybe
it’s a son or daughter whose life is unstable, and they’re resistant to the things of God. It might
be a close friend with whom you’ve shared many things, but never those kinds of things. It
could even be a spouse who for all his or her Christian-like qualities is still hazy on Jesus’ role
in salvation (see John 3:16), despite years of church involvement together. These are difficult
situations because they’re close to home, and that makes us doubly befuddled. You may feel
you’ve already missed the chance to say something and that doing so now would be clumsy and
presumptuous. You may fear causing a rift or a break in the status quo of your relationship if you
say something. We all have our reasons for not sharing our faith.

One thing’s for certain though, no matter how well prepared we are, or how much we end up
muddling through the conversation, it’s the Holy Spirit who calls the person to faith. There’s
great relief in that, too. Naturally, we want to be prepared for spiritual conversations (see 2
Timothy 2:15), as the Lord surely has more to work with when we’ve “done our homework,”
but as the song says, “T’was grace that brought us safe thus far, And grace will lead us home.”
God does it all. It’s His grace at work, as we tell others about Jesus, as we reach out to them in
love and concern. Our aim is to be more like Jesus in all we do. Our role, as Paul says, is to “be
imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:1-2).

G O I N G  F O RT H

Who do you know is in need of God’s love and forgiveness right now? Would you like to
talk to them? Do you feel like you can without being stifled, rejected, or having them view
you as non-credible?
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Do you read/watch/listen to spiritual resources that are developed specifically to help 
people share Jesus more effectively? What are your favorites?

Being called to share Jesus with others is an awesome responsibility. Reading God’s Word, 
spending time in prayer, and taking advantage of outreach resources all help us become more 
effective witnesses. To this end, Lutheran Hour Ministries has a growing catalog of Christ-
centered outreach tools that you can use to empower your spiritual conversations and keep 
them more Jesus-focused. Texts like The Reluctant Witness: Discovering the Delight of Spiritual 
Conversations and How to Talk About Your Faith: An Introduction to the Spiritual Conversation 
Curve are lively reads that show how sharing Jesus is something we can all do—and do well. 
Similarly, LHM Learn’s online courses (five faith-strengthening categories, many topics, all FREE!) 
can empower your outreach to others with greater knowledge and confidence. 

In closing, we do well to remember Paul’s words, “Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen” 
(Ephesians 3:20-21).

P R AY

Heavenly Father, stir within us a heartfelt desire to be Christ-like for others, speaking to them of 
Jesus, loving them as You love us. Amen.

If you received Christ through someone’s personal witness, can you summarize your
coming to faith in words? Would it be good to get down on paper the kind of conversations
you had, the questions you asked, the way they were handled, what caused you to keep
listening, and the overall character of your interactions with that person(s)?


